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Expressing sound change

● Unconditioned change:

*t > k
*ŋ > n



  

Expressing sound change

● Conditioned changes

*t > s/ _ Vfront



  

Expressing sound change

● Conditioned changes

*x > k/ s _



  

Expressing sound change

● Conditioned changes

*s > r/ V _ V



  

Expressing sound change

● Conditioned changes

*p > w/ # _

Cvoiced > Cvoiceless / _ # : 
“Auslautverhärtung” (German)



  

Expressing sound change

● Generalizations



  

Ordering of changes

Can we say something about the relative ordering of the first
and the second rule?



  

Ordering of changes

Can we say something about the relative ordering of the first
and the second rule?



  

● Some changes do not create new contrasts

*t > s

- no /s/ in proto-language

- [s] is allophon of /t/

Phonetic and phonemic change



  

Phonemic loss

● C >  / # _∅



  

Phonemic addition

Second rule adds a sound that is not fully predicable > 
ponemic, not just phonetic, addition



  

Rephonemization

● Creation of a new pattern of oppositions
● Three sub-types:

● Shift
● Merger
● Split



  

Phonemic shift

● Grimm’s Law

  b  → b → p → fʱ
  d  → d → t → θʱ
   →  → k → h,x ɡʱ ɡ

● Opposition between /b/ and /p/ in PIE is 
maintained as opposition between /p/ and /f/ in 
Proto-Germanic etc.



  

Merger

● A,B > B



  

Merger

● A,B > B



  

Merger

● A,B > C
● Iberian Spanish θ, s > Latin American Spanish ss

caza /kaθa/ ‘hunt, chase’, casa /kasa/ ‘house’
> /kassa/

Mergers are irreversible.



  

Phonemic split

● Arises via conditioned sound change

If both [A] and [B] exist elsewhere in the 
language, we speak of phonemic split.



  

Phonemic split

Splits follow mergers.



  

Phonemic split

● Arises via conditioned sound change

If both [A] and [B] exist elsewhere in the 
language, we speak of phonemic split.
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